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EMOCRACY’S capacity for ‘“mud- 
dling through,” for finding a work 

able compromise at the eleventh hour, has 

often been cited as one of the Strengths 
of the system. Vjs-a-vis the direct action 
of dictatorships, however, such "ex 
pedients have distinct disadvantages. The 
earnest series of discussions being held 
currently at Bermuda between Western 
leaders have something of the nature of 

a postmortem after the shock of ~dis 

agreement over the Middle East conflict 

Reassessment of that case shows Great 
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action respecting the peace of the world 
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cluding Great Britain and the United 
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standing of what is needful and must be 
done to match.the spread of totalitarian 
infiltration in any one of the critical 
areas around the globe. That this can be 
done better by contact among 
principals, rather thar governments firing 
stormy notes at each other across the 
width of the Atlantic, is not to be doubted 

In the last analysis the English-speak- 
ing union, allied as it-must be with re- 
sponsible leadership in Western Europe, 
has neither reason nor time for any major 
division, if the causes of human freedom 
and peace are to be advanced in todays 
world. Every sign of cleavage, every break 
in the ranks, 1 win for totalitarianism 
wit! t any corresponding gain on 
democracy side. For that reason the 
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M& Fred Norris, the reeve of Oak Bay, 
has found it desirable to dissent 
from the ‘‘stand-pat, resigned-to-fate” at 
titude this newspaper ascribed to him in 
respect to the future development of the 
Victoria area, He points out that-his-talk 
on the subject embraced the relationship 
of industry, tourism, retired income and 
government services as a whole and that 
his general thesis was a hope ft progress 
not stagnation. If that be so this paper is 
glad to withdraw the rémark objected to 
*Tt- much prefers always to believe that 
municipal officials and other community 
leaders are possessed of a progressiverout 
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servative’ and “let's face the facts 
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carry their own connotations. Public 
speaker must bear responsibility for the 
words they utter and the deductions that 
may be drawn from them 
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tional in scope, as the of 
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